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From June 10 to 14, 2017 the First International Meeting of the Cuban Network of 

Neuroimmunology was held at Blau Marina Varadero Hotel under the umbrella of ISNI, 

in the wonderful environment of Varadero beach, in the context of the celebrations for 

the first year of the creation of the Cuban Network of NeuroImmunology (CUBANNI) 

and the 30th anniversary of the Cuban Society of Neurosciences (SONECUB).  

 

 
Views of Blau Marina Varadero Hotel, venue of the meeting. 

 

As part of the event, the fourth edition of the International Workshop of  

Neuroimmunology also took place, with the participation of 30 foreign professors and 

researchers from the United States, Belgium, Germany, Israel, Canada, Panama, 

Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Costa Rica and Colombia, all of them very well-known in 

the field. Professors Jack Antel (Montreal Institute of Neurology, Canada), Von Wee 

Yong (University of Calgary, Canada), Hartmut Wekerle (Max Planck Institute of 

Neurobiology, Germany), as well as Diogo Onofre and Carlos Alberto Gonçalvez 

(Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil) were awarded for their 

achievements in neuroimmunology. 

The opening session was chaired by Professores Nibaldo Hernandez-Mesa, President of 

SONECUB, and Maria Robinson-Agramonte, President of CUBANNI. Two lectures 

were part of the introductory activity: Some founding events on the history of 

neuroimmunology, by Dr. Orlando Serrano-Barrera (Cuba), and Modulating 

inflammation in multiple sclerosis, by Prof. Von Wee Yong (Canada). 

 



 
Opening ceremony of CUBANNI 2017. From left to right, Maria Robinson-Agramonte (President 

of CUBANNI), V. Wee Yong (International Society of Neuroimmunology, ISNI) and Nibaldo 

Hernandez-Mesa (President of SONECUB).  

 

The program included 40 presentations in plenary sessions and 26 posters, organized in 

six symposia and a session devoted to neuroimmunology lectures. The meeting was a 

very favorable environment for the exchange among national research groups and those 

from other countries, generating inter-institutional and inter-disciplinary projects. The 

presence of Professor Scott Hunter, editor of the journal Behavioral Sciences, served to 

seal the proposal of a special issue devoted to the meeting, making possible the 

publication of the most relevant papers present during the program.  

 

 
Some of the foreign lectures present at CUBANNI 2017. Upper line, from left to right: Fernando 

Gracia (Panama), Manuel F. Casanova (US), Hartmut Wekerle (Germany). Lower line: Scott 

Hunter (US), Jack Antel (Canada) and Dalina Laffita (US). 

 

Debates were very productive in all sessions and were and opportunity as an academic 

experience for scholars in doctoral and post-doctoral programs who came to the 

meeting. Among many and diverse subjects covered, some of the points discussed were:  



o neuroimmunoregulation and neuroimmunology applied to diseases (multiple 

sclerosis, autism, ataxias, epilepsy, Alzheimer, Parkinson);  

o animal models for neurodegenerative diseases (ataxia, frontotemporal 

dementia/amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, ataxia-telangiectasia); 

o results of new interventional technologies in neurology, with special interest on the 

surgical techniques in the management of drug-resistant temporal lobe epilepsy;  

o the use of transcraneal magnetic stimulation in neurodevelopmental disorders, and  

o the use of neuroprotective molecules in neurological diseases, with emphasis  on 

NeuroEpo in SCA2 ataxia and Parkinson disease. 

Some of the institutions with an outstanding participation were the International Center 

for Neurological Restoration (CIREN), the Center of Molecular Immunology (CIM) and 

the Clinic for the Investigation and Rehabilitation of Hereditary Ataxias (CIRAH), all 

from Cuba. Very interesting controversies were generated concerning the results of 

molecular and neuropsychological studies in demyelinating diseases and the validation 

of new molecules for their use in neurosciences, outcomes of joint research projects 

between the Cuban Center for Research and Development of Medications (CIDEM) and 

the Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS), from Brazil.  

 

 
Intense sessions of debates characterized the presentation of research results by their authors. 

 

The Governing Board of SONECUB and the Cuban Network of Neuroimmunology 

celebrated a working dinner to coordinate the main lines to follow in the coming period. 

The closing activity was headed by Dr. Maria Robinson-Agramonte, President of the 

Cuban Network of Neuroimmunology (CUBANNI), who thanked participants for their 

assistance and contribution to the scientific program, and invited all for the next 

meeting to be held in 2019. 

 



 
Some of the participants in the meeting sessions at CUBANNI 2017.  

 

Three travel award and attending were granted to: 

 Lionel Muller Igaz from Argentina    

Aleksandra Deczkowska from Israel   

Orlando Serrano from Cuba  

 

An International Course of Neuroimmunology took place also on June 16
th

 , 2017 in 

Havana, at CIREN, with the contribution of some cubans and foreign speaker attending 

CUBANNI 2017.  
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